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Jacques Thierry (1941–2014)

Pierre PELLENARD 1, Pascal NEIGE 1

Our colleague Jacques Thierry, palaeontologist, retired professor of the University of Burgundy, passed away on 
December 15, 2014 at the age of 73. Although he retired in 2005, he remained very active in our community, where 
he was one of the pillars of Jurassic stratigraphy and palaeogeography. A knowledgeable and enthusiastic colleague, 
Jacques was also profoundly warm-hearted and generous. We regret his death that is sadly lamented well beyond 
the borders of France, by numerous colleagues and friends worldwide, with whom he worked and built friendships 
throughout his scientific career. His indispensible knowledge of the geology of the Paris Basin had motivated his 
participation in recent months in the collaborative production of a book “The Paris Basin: a new look at its geology” 
and he was also engaged in writing a new book on the geology of Burgundy.

Jacques was born in Dijon in 1941. After graduate studies at the Faculty of Sciences in Dijon, where he did 
a PhD in 1965 on the stratigraphy of the Jurassic in the Châtillonnais area, he was appointed assistant lecturer at the 
Geology Laboratory of the Faculty of Science in Dijon in 1965, and then lecturer in 1971, before defending his Doc-
tor of Science state thesis in 1978 on “The genus 
Macrocephalites during the Lower Callovian (Am-
monites, Middle Jurassic) – Systematics and Evo-
lution, Biostratigraphy, Biogeography: Europe and 
the Indo-Madagascan Province”. Appointed Asso-
ciate Professor in 1985, he became a full Professor 
in 1996. After his retirement in 2005, he continued 
his activity as Emeritus Professor until 2009. Since 
that time, he continued to participate in various 
projects, corresponding and writing essays, scien-
tific articles, and books, but also industrial reports, 
with the French agency for nuclear waste (Andra) 
in particular.

His main academic interest was ammonite pa-
laeontology but, as he pointed out, his interest in 
palae ontology was firmly anchored in sedimentary 
geology and palaeogeography. His scientific invest-
ment became nationally and internationally known, 
notably through the biostratigraphic coordination 
of the West European and Mediterranean Juras-
sic, the coor dination of the Tethys and Peri-Tethys 
programmes, with workshops on palaeogeographic 
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maps, the coordination of eustatic charts for the Mesozoic and 
Cenozoic, participation in the Geologic Time Scale 1994, and 
writing a book on stratigraphic termino logy. In addition to his 
research, Jacques was one of the kingpins of the Trans-Tyfipal 
programme (programme for curating and developing the palae-
ontological heritage), bringing national recognition to the Uni-
versity of Burgundy, thus paving the way for our recently being 
awarded the management of part of the national programme for 
the development of natural history heritage collections (Future 
Investment Programme  e-ReColNat). His activities led him to 
collaborate with many colleagues not only from France, but also 
from Romania, Bul garia, Spain and Portugal.

Jacques Thierry was an excellent teacher who marked gen-
erations of students with his introductory course in Geosciences 
and more specialised courses in Palaeontology and Strati-
graphic Methods. He is also played an active role in univer-
sity administration, and was Director of Studies for first-year 
undergraduates. Finally, his investment in scientific groups and 
associations led him to accept various positions, such as Presi-
dent of the French Palaeontological Association (1981–1986), 
Presidency of the French Stratigraphy Committee 1999–2002, 
and the Presidency of the Association of Paris Basin Geologists 
in 2008.
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